





PHIL ACOSTA STILL LIVES

Seldom does one get the opportunity to read his
or her name as deceased. I am happy to report
that I am very much alive and well, living in Black
Diamond, WA. on beautiful Lake Sawyer. I am an
avid fitness enthusiast and my apparent demise
was with much surprise to those who had seen my
name and called to express their condolences. To
those few I am grateful and now truly know who
my friends are.

I have been married to my wife Paula (Rainier
Beach) for 44 years; we have four adult children,
six grandchildren and a great-grandson. Most of my
working career was as marine clerk, working cargo
vessels at the Port

of Seattle. Paula

and I are retired and

spend our winters

following the sun. I

love to golf and fish

and most of all I am

appreciative of this

wonderful extension

of life that I've been

given.

Your fellow alumnus,
Philip Acosta ‘64

BILL CARSON - Still Kicking

Bill Carson ‘64 joined the Navy after high school and
finished as an E-5 pipefitter.

He married his best friend, Darcy Tarwater, and they
have three boy, Ron, Kevin & Dave, and 4 grandkids.

Bill worked at Lockheed Shipyard in Seattle while
attending the UW where he graduated with a BS in
Chemical Engineering in 1973.

As an engineer he has worked for DuPont, BCS En-
gineering, Boeing, Arthur Forsythe Co., and Crown
Zellerback.

He started his own
company in 1985, Car-
son Engineering, and
eventually merged with
Direct Contact Inc in
2005. The engineering
office is located in Rent-
on where Bill works as
the chief engineer. He
is a licensed profes-
sional engineer in both
chemical and mechani-
cal engineering.

BENNETT YEE - Alive & Well

Bennett Yee ‘64 is alive and well. He was the 2010
winner of the Marco Polo Award, which was given in
recognition of his

outstanding work

in exporting US

products abroad.

He lives in Maple

Valley with his
wife, Haihong.
They have two

children, a seven-
year old boy and a
nine-year old girl.

He continues to
work and contrib-
ute to exporting
US products, and
he strives to con-
sult with and help
people who are in-
terested in World
Trade.

WE GOOFED

In our last issue we erroneously
listed the three gentleman shown
on this page as being deceased.
We thought that the best way to
make it up to them was to give
them the opportunity to provide a
brief update on their lives. They
seem to be doing very well.

A fourth person, Veryl Varnes ‘64,
was also listed as deceased but
we have been unable to contact

her. We would like to publish a
brief update on her life as well.
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ON HIS DEATH BED, CARL ERVIN DISHES ONE FINAL ASSIST

By Jerry Brewer, Seattle Times staff columnist

On the last day of his life, Carl Ervin did what came natural. It was his finest moment and, yes, that includes his memo-
rable game-winning shot in the 1976 state tournament championship game.

On the last day of his life, Carl Ervin did what came natural. Bladder cancer couldn’t alter his essence. Through the pain,
he remained the unselfish point guard he had always been.

This time, there was no basketball to share, however. So Ervin, the former Cleveland High School and Seattle University
star, spent Saturday passing his love to friends and family. He made sure everyone knew just how he felt about them.
He seemed to be on a mission, and he had no use for complaints or pity or blame.

It was his finest moment and, yes, that includes his memorable game-winning shot in the 1976 state tournament cham-
pionship game.

“It was an experience that I'll never forget,” said Washington men’s basketball coach Lorenzo Romar, who played against
Ervin in college, befriended him and visited the hospital the morning Ervin died. “It was, ‘How can I make you guys feel
better?’ He wasn’t in that bed saying, ‘Woe is me.” He was still entertaining.”

Ervin died at about 5 p.m. Saturday. He was 53. He was too young and too likable to die. But he was also too resource-
ful to live with regret.

I wish I had known him longer, but it seems best to honor Ervin by appreciating that I knew him for a little while. In the
past three months, I had the privilege to enjoy two long visits with Ervin to learn about the history of Seattle basketball.
One afternoon, we talked for two hours at his house. One morning, we spent five hours at the Rainier Vista Boys and
Girls Club with former Franklin High School star Trent Johnson, who is now the LSU men’s basketball coach.

Those experiences were invaluable. They turned this vast metropolitan area into a lovable small community. They in-
cluded jokes about a young Romar, tales of epic pickup games from stars of the 1970s and, of course, arguments over
the city’s greatest high-school hoops squad — the Cleveland teams that went 50-1 in 1975 and 1976, or the undefeated
Garfield High “Super Dogs” of 19747

“I've had this argument so many times that I've perfected it,” Ervin said, smiling. "I know all the countermoves that I
need to make. We were the best.”

That's the closest Ervin really came to bragging. He was a humble, understated man who used his charisma to make oth-
ers feel better. He was the consummate point guard. No excessive flash, just results. He was the floor general for those
great Cleveland teams, keeping happy a squad blessed with four Division I college players (Jawann Oldham, James
Woods and Eli Carter were the others).

The Eagles entered high school with unprecedented hype. They went 88-0 at Asa Mercer Junior High School. They
learned how to be stars before they learned how to drive. They won the Class AA state title as juniors; then they moved
up to AAA and won again as seniors. In the 1976 state final, Ervin helped the Eagles avenge their only loss of that 50-1
run by making an 18-footer in the closing seconds to claim a 42-41 victory over Tacoma’s Lincoln High. He also set a
tournament record with 35 assists in four games.

Then Ervin went to Seattle U. from 1976-80 and left the school with 1,304 career points and 534 assists. In 2009, he
was inducted into the Seattle U. Hall of Fame.

“His senior year, he was the best guard in the state that did not play for the Sonics,” said Romar, who was playing at
Washington at the time.

Ervin went on to be a seventh-round draft pick of the Sonics, but he didn’t last in the NBA. He became a coach, and his
career included bookend jobs as an assistant under the great Al Hairston — first at Seattle U. and finally at O’'Dea High
School, where he was part of a coaching dream team that also included Steve Hawes.

“His greatest strength may have been that he had an ability to break down walls and communicate,” said Hairston,
whose résumé includes five state titles at Garfield. “He had an electric personality.”

Just as Ervin kept quiet about his accomplishments, he hid his illness. He battled cancer for three years, but he rarely
discussed his struggle. He'd rather ask about you or tell a joke. Everyone underestimated how sick he was. He was un-
failingly positive, and so was his wife, Penny, a lifelong friend whom he married four years ago.

At the end, Ervin lay in a hospital bed, enjoying Coca-Cola. The medical staff told him that he could only take sips of
his preferred beverage, but his friends and family decided to surprise him with a two-liter bottle. Ervin caught them as
they tried to smuggle in the treat.

“That’s what I'm talkin’ about!” he said. "Aww, suki suki now!”

On the last day of Carl Ervin’s life, everyone around him laughed. The consummate point guard had saved his most
incredible assist for last.

Note: Ervin is survived by his wife, Penny, and 10-year-old daughter, Karlee. Funeral arrangements were not yet final-
ized when this article was first published.
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CHS Alumni Association Donation Form
We suggest that your donation include $15 to help defray our mailing expenses and publication costs.

Please make your check payable to: CHSAA or Cleveland High School Alumni Association.
Donations should be mailed to: PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404.

I would like to support the work of the Alumni Association with a donation as indicated below:

Mailing expenses — ($15 suggested) $
Alumni Association General Fund (unrestricted) $
CHS Athletic Fund $
Memorial Forest Fund $
Annual Scholarship Fund $

Scholarship Endowment Fund* (Restricted) $

My Total Donation is $

Alumni Donations totaling: Eagle 100 Club Designation:
$100 - $199 Bronze Eagle
$200 - $499 Silver Eagle
$500 - $999 Golden Eagle
$1,000 - $4,999 Platinum Eagle
$5,000 - $9,999 Diamond Eagle
$10,000 plus Special Honors

Note: You may choose to make multiple donations over the course of a calendar year. Your name
will be added to the Eagle 100 Club list if your cumulative total equals or exceeds $100.

Contributor Information:

Member #1 Class
Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name

Member #2 Class
Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name

Address:

City State Zip Code

Telephone Number

Check here if you made a change in contact information.

My E-mail address is:

Contact Information:
Alumni Website: Check out the latest activities: http://www.clevelandalumsea.org
Alumni Passages: Please send death notices and/or obituaries to our Post Office Box:
Attention - Membership Coordinator [or phone 425-487-3952 or email: CHSAASeattle@yahoo.com]
Reunion Planning: Email chsaaboard@gmail.com or phone: 206-772-6285
Board Members: Call them directly by phone or email — See page 2 information

Cleveland High School Alumni Association, PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404
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Cleveland High School

Alumni Association

P.O. Box 94004 I " B NONPROFIT ORG.
R U.S. POSTAGE
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Change Service Requested

CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Mission Statement: A non-profit organization of Washington State and the United States 501(c)(3), this Association
was founded for the exclusive purposes of: (1) preserving the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest in perpetuity to
honor former Cleveland students who gave their lives in service to the United States of America, (2) supporting edu-
cational studies in forestry, ecology, botany and environmental studies of the forest, and (3) supporting and assisting
the students and staff of Seattle’s Cleveland High School in their educational activities. Any individual who attended
Grover Cleveland Junior or Senior High School is a member of the Cleveland High School Alumni Association.

Please help us keep the database current by sending a post office change of address form or by contacting the mem-
bership secretary when you move. To protect your privacy membership list is not distributed to anyone except for
activities associated with the Alumni Association.

Volunteer Opportunities:

I would like to help build a strong alumni association, I am interested in the following:
I can serve on the Board.
I can serve on a committee: Alumni Relations, Scholarships, Golf Scramble, Finance & Budget, Memorial
Forest, Audit, Bylaws Review, and/or Nominations/Election.
I would like to help out with an event, activity, or a specific project.
I would like to help in some other way.

Check out our Alumni website for the latest information on what is happening with the Alumni Association or our
alma mater. http://www.clevelandalumsea.org

Alumni Passages: Send death notices and/or obituaries of former classmates to our Post Office Box, Attention - Secretary. This
email address can be used as an alternative: CHSAASeattle@yahoo.com
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